
GUIDELINES FOR PHASE 3 PUBLIC WORSHIP DURING COVID-19 
The United Methodist Church of Chagrin Falls 

 
As we prepare for the re-opening of the church for public worship on June 21, we do so prayerfully 
and with utmost regard for the health and wellbeing of all who are drawn by God to worship at the 
UMC of Chagrin Falls.  Individuals at higher risk of severe illness from COVID-19, and those who are 
feeling ill are encouraged to stay home and worship by way of the 10am Sunday morning live-stream 
recording.  These following guidelines will be changed and updated as necessary in the weeks ahead. 
 
1.  For the foreseeable future, only one 10am worship service will be offered.   Since safe-distancing 
will drastically diminish seating in the sanctuary, there will be overflow capacity made available in 
Harris Fellowship Hall where a TV will be set-up and the service will be live-streamed.   
 
2.  Only the Narthex doors will be used for entry into and departure from the sanctuary.  (Other doors 
will remain locked.  Of course, all church doors may be used when exiting for emergency purposes). 
 
3.  Face masks must be worn to enter and exit the church, and should remain in place for the entire 
service (unless a physical reason prevents usage during the entire length of the service).  As Christians 
we do this not primarily for ourselves (although there are personal physical benefits), but mainly out 
of our concern for others (“’All things are lawful,’ but not all things are beneficial.  ‘All things are lawful,’ but 
not all things build up.  Do not seek your own advantage, but that of the other” - 1 Corinthians 10:23-24).  
Masks will be made available at the church for those without one. 
 
4.  Hand sanitizer will be available in the narthex (as well as our overflow area of Harris Fellowship 
Hall) and individuals are encouraged to use it, unless they prefer to use their own, before entering for 
worship.  
 
5.  Harris Fellowship Hall will be set up to live-stream the service and to accommodate individuals 
when the safe-distancing capacity has been reached in the sanctuary (or as an option if some prefer 
to sit in the hall).  If Harris Hall is used, individuals will enter and exit the hall through the courtyard 
doors.  An usher will be in attendance in the Hall if it is used.                                                                                                                                         
 
6.  There will be one usher in the courtyard/narthex (wearing a mask) to greet people from a distance 
and offer instructions (If there is a bulletin/Order of worship, prayer concerns/weekly calendar, it will 
be placed on the pews on which individuals may sit). 
 
7.  There will be one individual in the narthex (or courtyard) wearing a mask whose responsibility is to 
write the names of all in attendance (there will be no attendance pads in the pews).  This will be done 
not simply for church records, but also for COVID-19 tracing purposes if the need arises.  
 
8.  To create safe-distancing, individuals may only sit in the visibly marked designated pews.  Pews 
will be filled from front to back to limit passing by those already seated. 
 
9.  Roaming around the church is discouraged and restrooms should only be used if absolutely 
necessary (it is impossible to sanitize restrooms between usage on Sunday morning, although they 
are cleaned and sanitized regularly throughout the week). 



 
10.  An offering plate will be placed in the narthex close to the doors of the sanctuary and in Harris 
Fellowship Hall to receive donations as people enter for worship (plates will not be passed during 
worship).   
 
11.  There will be no “passing of the peace” or “kid’s time” during the service.   
 
12.  Children’s Activity Bags will not be available.  Parents are encouraged to bring books/activities 
they deem appropriate for their children during the worship hour.  (Activity bags will be revisited and 
may become available at a later time)  
 
13.  Hymns are not to be sung by the congregation (only by those leading worship in the Chancel 
area).  However, people may hum if they would like or simply read and meditate on the projected 
words as they are sung by the worship leaders.  The congregation will remain seated for all music. 
 
14.  Following the Charge and Blessing by the Pastor, the congregation will remain seated for the 
postlude and will be dismissed pew by pew by an usher beginning with the back.  Those in attendance 
are encouraged to only have conversations with others at a safe-distance once they are outside.  
 
15.  There will be no Coffee Fellowship or receptions of any kind for the foreseeable future. 
 
16.  For now, there will be no nursery option on Sunday morning for young children.  We will revisit 
this sometime after the successful start-up of public worship (our nursery caregiver, Jessica, is ready 
to return whenever we are ready to have her). 
 
17.  Our Cleaning Company will thoroughly clean and sanitize the narthex, sanctuary and Harris 
Fellowship Hall areas weekly before usage on Sunday morning.  (Church door handles/bars, light 
switches and restrooms are cleaned and sanitized daily Monday-Friday).   
 
18.  If there is a spike in COVID-19 patients in our geographical area either before or following the 
start-up of public worship on June 21, it may be necessary to once again discontinued public worship 
for a period of time.  
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